The abuse of alcoholic liquors is deplorably on the increase among the Latin races in general, and the Italian in particular. The Roman physicians have had their attention rather pointedly drawn to the fact in the Eternal City, where, in addition to the usual crimes of violence, the increasing dipsomania has enhanced the periodical returns of disease and death from maladies of the nervous system. Take, for example, Dr. Fiordispini's last report on the cases and causes of insanity in the Manicomio. Chronic alcoholism, with its foster-child, general paralytic dementia, figures largely in his pages. And no wonder. Few climates are so little tolerant of alcohol, even when moderately indulged in, as that of Rome. Its temperature, almost invariably warm and humid, relaxes the muscular and nervous energies, and favours somnolency?a condition which, by "slowing" the circulation, conduces to hyperemia (cerebral, abdominal, and hemorrhoidal), and causes fatty degeneration through deficient oxidation of the albuminates.
The histological modifications thereby induced are soonest and most determinate^ operative on the brain, with the obvious results. Dr. Fiordispini ?appeals to the guardians of public hygiene in Home to diminish the number of liquor-shops, already more than sufficient, and to co-operate with the medical profession in combating a vicious propensity so insidious in ita -advances and so disastrous in its results.
The following petition has been presented to the Medical Examining Boards, praying that three months' clinical instruction in the wards of a lunatic asylum may be substituted for a like time of study in the "Wards of a hospital:? PETITION TO MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARDS.
1. That your petitioners are lecturers on insanity or psychological1 medicine in the schools of medicine to which their names are attached, as below.
2. That their courses of lectures are not (by the regulations of any qualifying hoard) imperative on students of medicine as a part of their curriculum of professional study.
3. That your petitioners are aware of the grave objections to adding to the already large number of subjects which students of medicine have to master during their period of study; but they venture respectfully to suggest, that the entire absence of any provision for the clinical study of so important a branch of medicine as insanity and its kindred diseases cannot but be prejudicial to the interests of a large majority of students in their future careers. 4. That insanity is not (like diseases of the eye, teeth, etc.) to be met with in the wards of a general hospital, and that consequently students have no opportunity for observing it without attending at a lunatic asylum. 
